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by 
Stephen Failey 


Last week this 
institution was hit by a dev- 
astating attack from an out- 
side force. 

The attack had nothing 
to do with the Middle East 
or terrorists; this attack was 
electronic. 

The University came 
under siege from a worm 
named W32/Nimda. 

The worm contaminated 
almost every computer on 
campus in various degrees, 
severely infecting 3 server 
computers and 12 personal 
computers. 

As aresult, the Univer- 
sity’s online Blackboard 
system and many other sery- 
er-based systems that LSUS 
runs were down last 


LSUS use of social security number may endanger 


by 


Raechal Leone 


It’s something many 
college students do several 
times a week without even 
noticing. 

They use their Social 
Security number, also the 
student identification num- 
ber the University uses to 
keep records of students, 
by typing it in, writing it 
down, or accessing 
documents where it is dis- 
played:in computer labs 
used by large numbers of 
students, making it easy for 
someone to see their num- 
ber and use it for a number 
of purposes. : 

The practice of using 
Social Security numbers 
for ill purposes is called 
identity theft, and” 
according to a booklet 
issued by the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) last 


Alternative 
Certification 


weekend. 

The reason the worm 
worked so well, so fast is 
the unique way it infected 
the campus’s computers, ac- 
cording to Shelby Keith, di- 
rector of Computing 
Services. 

The W32/Nimda worm 
randomly generates IPs, 
which is like an 
identification number for a 
computer while it’s connect- 
ed to the Internet. The 
worm then checks these IPs 
to see if they are a valid 
number. 

If the answer is yes, the . 
worm runs a series of 
checks to find out what kind 
of computer is being used. 
If it’s a server computer, the 
worm uses a hole in the se- 
curity of Internet Explorer 
to infect the system. So 
there go the servers. 


year, it’s becoming more 
and more common 

Trey Benedict, senior 
speech communications 
major, became a victim of 
identity theft last spring 
when someone allegedly 
used his Social Security 
number to vote for SGA 
senator in the College of 
Liberal Arts. 

“T’m just lucky that the 
erson who did it wasn’t 
right enough to use it for 

another purpose,” Benedict 
said. 

Benedict was indeed 
lucky, according to M 
Abercrombie, public affairs 
specialist with the local So- 
cial Security 
Administration. 

“Tf I have your Social 
Security number and name, 
I can get credit cards, not 
pay them and they’ll come 
after you, not me,” 
Abercrombie said. 
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Shelby 
Keith explores his computer 


After it is in a server, the 
virus searches the files and 
directories for the 
computers that are connect- 
ed to the server. It then 
rewrites itself onto those 
computers as an .EML or an 
.MWS file. The worm can 
also mail itself as a MIME 
file to any email address it 
can find. It cannot be 


Trey Benedict, 

identify theft victim 

According to the FTC 
booklet, an identity thieft 
who knows your name, Sio- 
cial Security number andi 
date of birth can pretendtto 
be you and change the 
billing address of your 
credit cards so that it take:s 
you longer to notice 
discrepancies; establish 
phone or wireless service, 
open a bank account, or 
take out loans in your 
name; or counterfeit 
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LSUS computers 


carried on a floppy disk. 

Once the worm is in the 
computer, it does not 
destroy any information. In- 
stead, it changes the 
load.exe file and the riched- 
it20.dll file. The load.exe 
file is an old file and 
Windows can perform with- 
out it, but the modification 
slows the computer down 
and brings up countless 
error messages while 
Windows is working. 

The richedit20.dll file is 
not an old file; it is vital in 
running programs such as 
Word for Windows, Excel 
and just about anything to 
do with Office 97. 

Fixing this, the first full- 
scale infection of the 
campus in the history of the 
University, was not an easy 
task, Keith said. The worm 
infected every computer on 


checks or debit cards to 
withdraw money from your 
bank account. 

“It could be a 
nightmare,” Abercrombie 
said. 

According to 
Abercrombie, federal legis- 
lation has been introduced, 
but not passed, that would 
require that Social Security 
numbers be used only b 
agencies such as the 
who absolutely need it. 

Until such legislation is 
passed, a student can mini- 
mize his risk for becoming 
a victim of identity theft by 
using his Social Security 
number only when it is 
necessary, Abercrombie 
said. 

However, it seems that 
a Social Security number 
has become “necessary” 
for everyday life on this 
campus, with professors 

d administrators request- 


campus. In order to fix it, 
Computing Services had to 
go to every computer on 
campus, approximately 
1100 machines. 

At each machine, work- 
ers used the newest version 
of Norton AntiVirus to clean 
the worm from the comput- 
er, reloaded the software 
that was affected and loaded 
a patch for Internet Explorer 
that is supposed to close the 
hole that the worm came 
through. 

“For the most part we 
were lucky,” Keith said. 
“The worm could have been 
much worse and much hard- 
er to clean off.” 

Keith said that although 
the University may not 
catch the next virus that 
goes by, it is sure not to get 
the W32/Nimda again. 


students 


ing the number for 
everything from taking a 
test to checking email to 
participating in intramural 
sports. 

The student email 
accounts, for instance, 
include a student’s last 
name, first initial and the 


‘last four digits of his Social 


eect) number, The 
Social Security number 
also serves as the 
password. Not a good idea, 
according to the FTC 
booklet. 

Shelby Keith, director 
of computing services, said 
the usernames for the email 
accounts are devised the 
way they are because they 
are automatically generated 
so that each studentis 
assigned an email account 
at the beginning of the se- 
mester. 


Continued on pg. 2 
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University continues to use social security number 


., Continued from pg. 1 


“The usernames have to 
be unique and they have to 
bé something that the 
student already knows so 
they have access to their 
account,” Keith said. “If we 
used our own numbers to 
assign email accounts, stu- 
dents wouldn’t know their 
username and password.” 

Keith said universities 
that use only a student’s 
last name and first initial as 
a username for email 
accounts don’t automatical- 
ly generate accounts for all 
students. Instead, students 
must request an account be 
assigned to them, as LSUS 
students had to do in the 
past. 

According to Keith, 
students may change their 
username by submitting 
their request in writing to 
the Office of Computin, 
Services. The new emai 
account information will be 
sent to the student’s home 
address, Keith said. 

Computing Services 
also requests students’s So- 


cial Security numbers when 
they enter campus wide 
computer labs so that the 
main system can verify that 
the student is a currently 
enrolled at LSUS, Keith 
said. Students are asked to 
enter their number into a 
computer that is connected 
to the main computer in or- 
der to do this, Keith said. 

Until recently, students 
panoree in the Student 

uccess Series were asked 
to print their name and So- 
cial Security number on a 
form that was passed 
around the room in order to 
take attendance. 

However, that 
procedure was changed 
when Shannon Murphy, di- 
rector of student activities 
and the University Center, 
realized that this procedure 
wasn’t in compliance with 
the University’s request of 
student activity 
departments last spring that 
students be required to sup- 
ply a Social Security num- 

er only when necessary, 
Murphy said. 
“My department was in 
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error,” Murphy said. “It 


our social security number 


Protecting 


was brought fe ny 3 

sen eo O81 Ask the following questions when 

meeting.” someone asks for your social security 
Murphy said the atten- |NUMber: 


dance sheet for the Student . 
Success Series events has | Why do you need it? 


since been corrected, but ws 
@ How will it be used? 


that some students gave 

their Social Security num- 1 ive tet 

bet anyway, perhaps out of |}@ What law requires me to give it to you? 
abit. 

_ Students, however, will ]}@ What will happen if | don’t give it to you? 
still have to provide their ‘ 
Social Security number in 
order to play intramural 
sports, Murphy said. 

According to Murphy, 
a student’s identification 


Source: “ID Theft: me Bad Things Happen to 


Your Good Name,” Federal Trade Commission 


not a good idea. passwords he uses for his 


number (Social Security “Indiscreetly showing —_ student email account and 
number) is necessary for your Social Security num- _ telephone registration and 
people playing intramural er is okay, as long as voting, but he said he still 
sports in order to verify everybody is legitimate and worries about someone us- 
that the person is a current honest, but you never know ing his identity. 

student in order to comply | anymore,” Abercrombie _ “T think if they [the’ad- 
with the University’s insur- - said. “I really feel that the ministration] wanted a stu- 
ance policy. University just isn’t aware dent ID number, they could 

Abercrombie said that | of what could happen.” have issued another 

although using Social Not long after ; number the teachers could 
Security numbers as Benedict’s Social Securi use to keep track of things 


number was used by anoth- 
er person in the SGA elec- 
tion, he changed the 


without using our Social — 
Security number,” Benedict 
said. 


student identification num- 
bers may be convenient for 
the University, it’s probably 
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SGA elections planned for October 8 - 21 ‘ 


by 
Christopher Ashby 


Mark your calendars! 

The Student 
Government Association’s 
(SGA) fall election will 
take place Oct. 8-21. 
During the election, all 16 
senator-at-large positions 
will be filled. 

“Even those who 
currently hold those 
positions will have to re- 
run for them,” said SGA 
Vice President Brad 
Bowen. 

Bowen stressed the im- 
portance of the SGA and 
said that everyone needs to 
“know it affects most 
everything at LSUS.” 

Bowen said the SGA 
represents the students in 
most University matters 
and provides opportunities 
for student participation 
throughout the year, includ- 


ing Volunteer Days and the 
chance to hear various 
guest speakers at SGA 
meetings. 

“People need to run for 
the offices and vote for the 
candidates,” Bowen said. 
“Both are very essential.” 

Although the positions 
comprising the SGA are 
important, getting people to 
run for the offices has been 
a challenge for the SGA 
this semester. 

That may have been be- 
cause students did not 
know about the election. 

In a random and unsci- 
entific poll of 15 students, 
only 3 knew anything about 
the upcoming election. 

The original deadline 
for candidates to fill out the 
required intent-to-run 
forms was extended about a 
week to Sept. 24 to allow 
for more people to enter the 
race. 

Bowen said the new 
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Strozier briefs the new SGA candidates on the finer 


points of politicking. 


deadline probably would 
not be extended further be- 
cause of the potential prob- 
lems that doing so would 
create. 

One problem would be 
the possibility of having to 


change election dates. 
“That won’t happen,” 
Bowen said. 

The SGA held an infor- 
mational meeting for those 
who planned to run last 
Tuesday. 


SGA President Jeff 
Strozier said the purpose of 
the meeting was to inform 
the candidates of the details 
involved in running for 
election, as well as to intro- 
duce them to the workings 
of the SGA. 

Bowen said the SGA 
will once again use the 
University’s online Black- 
board system for voting. 

This is despite what 
happened last spring when 
someone tampered with the 
election by casting votes in 
other people’s names. 

Bowen said there are no 
plans for any extra security 
measures at this time. 

“T hope everything 
goes the way it should,” 
Bowen said. “We'll just 
have to wait and see.” 

For more information, 
contact Strozier by phone 
at 797-5342 or by e-mail at 
See eae Isus.edu 


SGA announces parking spot raffle winners; 
discusses fees, Volunteer Day, Career Day 


by 
Mandy Wall 


The SGA met its 
quorum at last week’s 
meeting, with all mem- 
bers in attendance. 

Issues discussed in- 
cluded fee sheet 
revisal, Volunteer Day 
recruitment and the 
upcoming Career Day, 
SGA elections and stu- 
dent luncheon with the 
president of the LSU 
system. 

President Jeff 
Strozier said that 
Chancellor Vincent 
Marsala has confirmed 
that fee sheets will be 
corrected to include an 
itemized list of fees 
next semester. 

Strozier also said 
the student activities 
fee may be raised or 
restructured. 

Dr. Gloria Raines, 
vice chancellor of stu- 
dent affairs, informed 
the SGA that the 
Hospitality House is in 
need of paper plates, 


Business/Education SGA parking space awaits its new 
possessor. 


paper towels, plastic 
cups, plastic 
silverware, serving 
trays and volunteers. 

The organization 
operates solely on 
donations and is 
running low on these 
items. 

Students or faculty 
who are interested in 
making a donation may 
contact Raines at 797- 
5116. 

Volunteer Day (V- 
Day) will be held Oct. 


20. 

Possible locations 
include the Rescue 
Mission and the 
McDade House. 

The SGA asked for 
more support and 
interest from students. 

Dr. Brian Hirsch, 
director of the Career 
Center, spoke about 
the upcoming Career 
Day, which will be 
held Oct. 2. 

The event will 
include a prospective 


41 businesses that will 
be taking applications 
and resumes on 
campus. 

“It is an especially 
good opportunity for 
juniors, seniors and 
graduate students, and 
attendance is important 
in order to continue 
having the fair,” 
Hirsch said. 

Winners of the raf- 
fle for “the best 
parking spots on 
campus” were also an- 
nounced. 

They are: Joshua 
Calk, Bronson Hall; J 
Willoughby, Science 
Building; and Theresa 
Froelich, Business and 
Education Building. 

The raffle raised 
$120, some of which 
may be donated to the 
Red Cross. 

Guest speaker Dr. 
Ronald Byrd was 
scheduled to attend, 
but did not. 

Byrd was expected 
to address the issue of 
violating Title IX 
because of the lack of 


women’s sports on 
campus. The Athletic 
Council will be 
meeting to discuss this 
issue as well. 

Dr. William 
Jenkins, president of 
the LSU system, will 
be visiting the campus 
Nov. 7 to evaluate 
Marsala. 

Jenkins will meet 
with administration, 
faculty and students. 

Fifteen students are 
needed to have lunch 
with Jenkins and to 
help with the 
evaluation. 

Interested students 
may contact Strozier at 
797-5342. 

The deadline for 
sign-up is Oct. 17. 

In other business, 
the structure of the 
SGA may be changing, 
but Strozier wouldn’t 
speculate on the issue . 
because he is not yet 
aware of all of the de- 
tails. 

Jessica Beech was 
appointed as the new 
SGA secretary. 
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Department of Computer Science and Mathematics plans changes 


by 
Kristen Johnson 


Computer Science 
has undergone some 
changes in the last year. 

In May, the comput- 
er science department 
merged with the mathe- 
matics department. 

The chairs of both 
the computer science 


and mathematics depart- 
ments stepped down, 
and Dr. Paul Sisson was 
named chair of the com- 
bined departments. 

According to Sisson, 
LSUS may offer a new 
degree in applied 
computing at the end of 
the 2002 spring or early 
summer semesters. 

The program would 
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offer a four-year degree 
with a concentration in 
networking, database 
management or web ap- 
plication and design. 
Many classes that 
would be required for 
the applied computing 
degree are already 
taught on campus. 
Sisson said he start- 
ed the program because 


Managing money for people 
with other things to think about. 


of the calls he received 
from employers around 
the Shreveport-Bossier 
area who are looking for 
graduates with the skills 
that would be taught in 
the applied computing 
program. 

One such business is 
Enterprise Computing 
Services. 

President Jim Malsch 
recently contacted Dr. 
Sisson about internship 
possibilities for current 
students. 

Sisson said he 
hopes more classes for 
the applied computing 
degree program will 
begin in the spring. 

Sisson said the 
computer science and 
mathematics 
department was award- 
ed a $400,000 grant 
from the National Sci- 
ence Foundation for 
students seeking a 
degree in computer sci- 
ence, mathematics, and 
engineering. 

This grant will be 
used to provide 
scholarships or 
stipends for students 
enrolled in these areas. 

In order to qualify 
for the $3,000 per year 
stipend, students may 
be an incoming 
freshman, transfer stu- 
dent or continuing stu- 
dent. 

Incoming freshmen 


by 
Kristen Johnson 


A new kind of pro- 
gram is developing 
quietly in the 
background of mathe- 
matics at LSUS. 

Four students have 
already become Actu- 
ary’s. 

Actuarial Science 
is a special area in 
Math. 

However, this area 
of expertise is good 


ence majors. 
Students do not re- 
ceive a degree in 
Actuarial Science. In- 
stead it is a series of 


Special area developing 
in Mathematics 


for both Math and Sci- 


must have a GPA of 2.3 
or an ACT score of 18. 

Transfer and continu- 
ing students must have 
an overall GPA of 2.5. 

All students who re- 
ceive the stipend must 
be full-time students and 
maintain a 3.0 GPA 
every semester they 
receive the stipend. 

The Committee of 
Principal and Co-princi- 
pal Investigators will 
award the stipend to se- 
lected, qualified 
students. 

The committee is 
composed of Sisson, Dr. 
Adrienne Critcher, Dr. 
Gary Boucher, Dr. 
Krishna Agarwal and 
Paula Lewis. 

This grant is intend- 
ed to help those who 
need financial help to 
earn a degree in comput- 
er science, mathematics 
or engineering. 

Dr. Carlos Spaht, 
former chair of the 
mathematics 
department, wrote the 
proposal for the grant 
after Virginia Lincove 
suggested it. 

Students who wish to 
apply for the computer 
science, engineering and 
mathematics grant may 
complete a Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) at 
http://www. fafsa.ed.gov. 


classes that students 
take before taking a 
test to become an Ac- 
tuary. 

People who 
become Actuary’s can 
work as pension plan- 
ners for Insurance 
Companies, or for the 
government. 

To find out more 
about this new and de- 
veloping field call or 
go by the office of 
Computer Science and 
Mathematics. 


Alternative certification program changes meet mixed reaction 


by 
Erica Eakin 


The alternative certifi- 
cation program at LSUS is 
about to get a face-lift. 

Because of new state 
regulations, becoming a 
certified teacher will soon 
be an easier and faster | 
process. 

The alternative certifi- 
cation program, in its cur- 
rent form, is for students 
who want to become a cer- 
tified teacher and have a 
bachelor’s degree from an 
accredited institution in a 
field other than education 
and an overall GPA of 2.5. 

This means that a 
student who did not major 
in education and wants to 
be a certified teacher in 
their field of study does 
not have to go back to 
school and get another de- 
gree. 

One can also get certi- 
fied to teach a subject they 
did not major in by simply 
taking courses in the field 
he or she wants to teach. 

“We know that elemen- 
tary and secondary schools 
in Louisiana and other 
states face teacher 
shortages in critical areas,” 
said Dr. Charles Manges, 
dean of the College of Ed- 
ucation. “The alternative 
certification program pro- 
vides a viable avenue for 
highly gifted individuals to 
fill that void.” 

The program includes 
psychology and methodol- 
ogy (education) courses, as 


well as subject courses, 
such as 12 hours of 
English, 15 hours of 
science and 12 hours of 
math, which are all state 
general education require- 
ments. 

Getting certified could 
require anywhere between 
31 and 70 credit hours. 

Students also must take 
an entrance exam called 
PRAXIS I, which tests 
reading, writing and math 
skills,-content-area exams, 
and an exit exam called 
Principles of Teaching and 
Learning, which is also a 
PRAXIS exam. 

The PRAXIS exams 
replaced National Teachers 
Examinations (NTE) about 
three years ago. 

The new program, 
called Alternative Paths to 
Certification, could go into 
effect either next summer 
or next fall. 

The program is being 
changed because the state 
is having a hard time 
getting enough certified 
teachers into classrooms, 
so they are attempting to 
make the certification 
process a little bit easier, 
Manges said. 

There are three new 
programs going into place 
across the state. 

LSUS will offer the 
non-masters certification 
only program and possibly 
the masters-level certifica- 
tion program. 

In order to be admitted 
into the non-masters certi- 
fication only program, stu- 


dents must have a 
bachelor’s degree from an 
accredited institution, and 
an overall GPA of 2.5. 
They must also pass 
the Pre-Professional Skills 


All courses in the mas- 
ters-level certification pro- 
gram are taught at the 
graduate level. 

When students 
complete this program and 


“I’m not sure that we are including all that 
really needs to be there for a person to go 
out and be successful in the classroom.” 
— Dr. Dave Gustavson 
chair of the department of education 


Test and content-area por- 
tions of the PRAXIS. 
Once in the program, 
they must take 27 credit 
hours, which includes 9 
hours of knowledge of the 
learner and the learning 
environment courses, 6 
hours of methodology and 
teaching (methods of 
teaching in the area that 
the student will teach), and 
12 hours of either student 
teaching or an internship. 
To be certified, the stu- 
dents must pass an exit 
exam called Principles of 
Learning and Teaching. 
The admittance 
requirements are the same 
for the masters-level certi- 
fication program. 
Students in this 
program must take 39 
credit hours, including 15 
hours of knowledge of the 
learner and the learning 
environment courses, 15 
hours of methodology and 
teaching courses, and 9 
hours of either student 
teaching or an internship. 


pass the exit exam (Princi- 
ples of Learning and 
Teaching), they will be 
certified teachers with a 
master’s degree, meaning 
they could possibly make 
more money. 

Students in the present 
program have until 
January 2005, to complete 
the program or they will 
not be able to continue un- 
der the same guidelines. 

“At best, we are 
approaching this with 
some skepticism,” said Dr. 
Dave Gustavson, chair of 
the Department of Educa- 
tion. “I have some reserva- 
tions about the new 
program. I’m not sure that 
we are including all that 
really needs to be there for 
a person to go out and be 
successful in the 
classroom.” 

Dr. Betty McNeese, 
former assistant 
superintendent in Caddo 
Parish and part-time 
professor at LSUS, has 
been working exclusively 


with alternative 
certification program 
students for the past five 
or six years. She also does 
transcript evaluations for 
students interested in the 
program. 

Both Gustavson and 
McNeese are involved 
with the program changes 
that LSUS will soon adopt. 

Amy Rutherford, a 
non-certified fifth grade 
teacher at Caddo Heights 
Elementary and a student 
in the alternative certifica- 
tion Program said, “The 
program as it is now has 
been good, (but) I wish it 
had been quicker.” 

Several students in the 
current program are upset 
about the changes that are 
coming soon, including the 
cut in the required amount 
of credit hours. 

Irena Gibson, a 
Russian student in the pro- 
gram said, “It’s been a 
pretty difficult and long 
process, especially for me 
(a foreigner), to be 
certified here in Louisiana. 
(In) almost every subject I 
took at LSUS, I learned a 
lot, and I am still learning 
a lot.” 

Yes, Louisiana may 
have more certified teach- 
ers when the new alterna- 
tive certification programs 
come into effect, but will 
the teachers be properly 
trained to be successful 
teachers after so few 
courses? 

Only time will tell. 


Student Finance Association receives SOC funding for trip 


by 
Melissa Rumfield 


The Student Finance 
Association was approved 
to receive a $250 grant 
from the Student 
Organization Council 
(SOC) on Aug. 31. 

The club intends to use 
the funds to travel to Dal- 
las and visit the Federal 
Reserve. 

Originally, $563 had 
been requested to help fi- 
nance this endeavor. 

Organizations have a 
$500 limit on the amount 
of money they can request 


from the SOC. 

This year, the SOC’s 
total budget was $3300, 
but only $1200 is allocat- 
ed for student organization 
travel expenses. 

“The $1200 doesn’t 
go far if every 
organization gets $500,” 
said Shannon Murphy, di- 
rector of Student 
Activities and SOC 
advisor. “[During the SOC 
meeting] Someone 
suggested $250 and it was 
approved,” 

According to Murphy, 
organizations were not 
getting the full amount of 


money they requested dur- 
ing the past school year. 

Student Finance Asso- 
ciation President Rome 
Zakharov said the organi 
zation is thankful for 
whatever funds they can 
get. 

“That’s less we have tto 
raise,” Zakharov said. 
“They didn’t want to give: 
us too much [money], be 
cause no one else had ap> 
plied for any yet.” 

The Student Finance: 
Association plans to have 
15 to 20 club members gm 
on the trip, Zakharov said. 

Members will have tm 


hold fundraisers or pay 
some expenses out of their 
own pockets in order to 
fully finance the trip. 
“We’re probably going 
to be taking more trips 
now that we know we can 
get money [from the 
SOC],” Zakharov said. 
The purpose of the trip 
is to help members estab- 
lish relationships with pro- 
fessionals in Dallas, 
according to Zakharov. 
Murphy said she 
believes the amount of 
money given to the 
Student Finance Associa- 
tion is appropriate for 


what the group intends to 
do with it. 

“The purpose of the 
SOC is to train student or- 
ganizations to be future 
leaders, not to provide 
money for traveling,” 
Murphy said. “The organi- 
zations also have a respon- 
sibility to raise their own 
money.” 

The Student Finance 
Association plans to mee 
twice a month. — ‘ 

The club, which 
concentrates on personal 
and corporate finance, is 
open to everyone. 
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LAESP plans book fair, reception for student teachers 


by 
Lindsay Meade 


The Louisiana Associ- 
ation of Educators Student 
Program (LAESP) has 
been a part of the LSUS 
community for many 
years. 

Nationally, it is one of 
the oldest organizations in 
the teaching field. 

Here on the LSUS 
campus, LAESP hosts 
many activities and fund- 
raisers throughout the 
school year. Their major 
fund-raiser is a book fair, 
which will be held this 
fall. 

Candi Bagley, LAESP 


advisor, pointed out that 
the book fair is not just for 
education majors. 

“The book fair was de- 
signed to give education 
majors the opportunity to 
buy books to build their 
classroom library, but it is 
open to all students,” 
Bagley said. 

The book fair consists 
solely of children’s books. 

“It’s a good chance for 
students to buy some early 
Christmas presents,” 
Bagley said. 

LAESP has also sold 
book bags and t-shirts in 
the past. 

Every year, LAESP 


also hosts a reception for 
student teachers at the 
University Center. About 
125 people attend, a 
catered dinner is served 
and door prizes are given 
out. Free materials are 
given out to all of the 
teachers who are graduat- 
ing. 

The organization also 
offers scholarships to its 
members. Last year, two 
scholarships were awarded 
in the amount of $200 
each. 

Members of LAESP 
have a new opportunity 
this year. LAESP has part- 
nered with the Caddo 


Parish School Board to 
provide service at Midway 
Elementary School. 

LAESP members will 
provide students of 
Midway, a low-income 
school, with needed 
supplies and possibly other 
services. 

“This is a way for 
LAESP to really 
participate,” Bagley said. 

The organization also 
offers members liability 
insurance at reasonable 
rates. The insurance covers 
members while they are 
student teaching or doing 
other work at schools. 

“Our mission statement 


is “To promote the 
development of 
professional interest and 
attitudes among students 
engaged in preparing for 
the teaching profession,”” 
Bagley said. 

More than 80 students 
are currently members of 
LAESP. 

LAESP is designed for 
education majors, but it is 
open to any student who is 
interested in public educa- 
tion. 

For more information 
on LAESP or to find out 
about the next meeting, 
contact the Office of Edu- 
cation at 797-5032. 


Hi my name is Christy, 
I am a student and do 
work as a model, I let 
Montey take care of 
my tanning and beauty 
needs. He also does it 
all at prices I can af- 
ford; and ask how to 


get free tanning 
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Sefior Patrick plans to retire after more than 32 years at LSU 


by 
Paula Cleary 


LSUS may have to 
say adids to one of our 
Spanish professors in 
December. 

After more than 32 
years of teaching at 
LSUS, Joe Patrick may 
be ready to retire. 

“T am pretty sure,” 
but there are still some 
details that need to be 
ironed out, Patrick said. 
“T’ve been [teaching] so 
long, I think I am ready 
for it.” 

During his time at 
LSUS, Patrick has 
taught almost every 
French and Spanish 
class offered. 

But what he enjoys 
most and what he will 
miss most if he leaves 
is the interaction with 
students both in and out 
of class, he said. 

Kristen Johnson, se- 
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nior public relations 
major, has had Patrick 
for Spanish 102 and is 
currently in his Spanish 
201 course. 

“He really cares 
about his students, and 
he will go out of his 
way to help you learn 
and pass his class,” 
Johnson said. 

Patrick is the coordi- 
nator of the Internation- 
al Club and the foreign 
language lab. 

“It’s fun to be 
around here,” Patrick 
said of the language 
lab. 

Patrick said he won’t 
miss having to answer 
to a schedule. 

“If I want to stay up 
late, I can sleep late,” 
he said. 

If he does leave, 
Patrick said he has no 
intentions of sitting still 
for long. His plans 
include spending more 
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Get 250 anytime minutes, plus choose 
one of the following with a $29.99 rate plan: 


time with the four bands 
he currently plays in, 
riding his Honda Shad- 
ow Spirit, playing 
tennis and exercising. 
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Patrick also plans to 
write a novel he calls 
“Dixie Fried Justice” 
about an event that hap- 
pened to one of his sons 
in the mid-‘80s. 

Patrick said he is 
considering moving to 
Arkansas, where the 
story took place, or 
having a dual residency, 


Photo by Chris Alexander 
Mr Joe Patrick, language guru 


but he is “in no hurry.” 

Patrick would also 
like to travel to visit his 
sons in New Orleans 
and San Francisco. 

Patrick said his one 
regret about leaving 
LSUS now is that he 
will not be here to see a 
degree program in inter- 
national studies or 
social studies. 

! “T will leave with 
that as a frustration,” he 
said. 

According to 
Patrick, he and other 
faculty members have 
backed the idea of 
offering a liberal arts 
degree with a business 
concentration. 

Patrick said that 
kind of degree would be 
appropriate for our 
society. 

Patrick speculates 
that if the University 
had created such a pro- 
gram he would be will- 


ing to stay another five 
years to get the program 
going. 

The program would 
have been a 
“motivation” and 
“exciting,” Patrick said. 

However, Patrick 
said the University has 
“chosen not to go in 
that direction.” 

Patrick isn’t the only 
one that is unsure about 
him leaving. 

He said faculty 
members have tried to 
talk him out of it. 

“It’s really flattering 
that they don’t want me 
to go,” Patrick said. 

Some students are 
equally apprehensive. 

“T don’t want him to 
leave. He is an 
awesome instructor,” 
said Melissa Rumfield, 
a senior public relations 
major and one of 
Patrick’s former 
students. 
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pproaching the lead 
As after a perfor- 
mance at a local bar 


seemed a daunting task at 
first. Fans and friends sur- 
rounded him, and I began to 
think that requesting an inter- 
view would be futile. So I 
waited until the atmosphere 
became calm and asked The 
American Tragedy’s lead 
singer Adam Dale when I 
could interview the band. 

“Now’s a good time. 
Let’s wait for the rest of the 
band, though,” he said. 

Taken aback, I rushed to 
grab three bar napkins to write 
on and hurried to the parking 
lot. Interviewing busy bands 
sometimes calls for. desperate 
measures. 

First, the music. When I 
asked them if their style was 
close to metal, Adam Dale 
responded, “We would be 
rejected by the metal world if 
we claimed to be a metal 
band.” Jackie Brock clarified, 
“I tell my friends who listen 
to metal that we play heavy- 
ass rock.” Heavy, indeed. But 
that’s not all. Listening to The 
American 
Tragedy’s 


live show, one immediately 
notices the wonderful com- 
plexity of their songs. 
Their debut CD “Pennies,” 
released last year, epitomizes 
The American Tragedy’s char- 
acteristic blend of a poet’s 
passion and a dynamo’s 
power. They also exhibit a 
mature sense of restraint. 
Adam’s poignant, 
empowering lyrics glide atop 
the solidified rhythms provid- 
ed by drummer Trey 
McLemore and bassist J.C. 
Eiland. Jackie Brock’s master- 
ful guitar riffs augment Adam 
Dale’s rhythm guitar and 
occasional leads, forming an 
invigorating guitar duo. 
Songs such as “Let The Trend 
Be Known” and “September” 
have received airplay on local 
radio stations and represent 
the band’s overall style. But 
the band shows its versatility 
on their CD “Pennies” with 
songs like “Winter Song,” an 
acoustic love song, and “In 
Full Bloom,” a playful dis- 
course on making the most of 
tke present. 
Currently in 
rota- 
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tion on Rock 99 are 
brand new songs “In 
The Wake of the 

Muse” and “Year of 
the Comet.” An upcoming CD 
release, tentatively titled “The 


Soundtrack for the End of the 
World,” will include these and 
other songs now being played 
at their live shows. 

So where do they come 
up with these songs? “I actu- 
ally write a lot of my lyrics on 
the toilet,” Dale confessed. 

Dale also writes the melodies 
for the songs. Jackie 
explained, “After we have 
mM Adam’s lyrics and 
Bas, melody, everyone 


et ag throws in their sea- 


i /) sonings, so to 


Seen tis 


speak.” Trey 
McLemore then 

H artranges the songs 
5 into their pre~ 
= sent state. Thee 

,) lragedy creditts 
42 a wide ranger 
artists as influ: 
ences—Jim 

5 Croce, Toad Thee 


ZZ Wet Sprocket, Meshuse- 


gah, Dr. Dre, and Tooil, 
to name a few. 

a Second, the history, 
Adam Dale, who is now an 
LSUS student, teamed up with 
rhythm section Trey 
McLemore and J.C. Eiland; 


The American Tragedy 
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in mid-January of 2000. 


They called themselves Cord 


of Five, but went through 


many names before settling org 


The American Tragedy. 


In September of that 
year, Jackie Brock joined the 
band. Brock was already well 
known on the local scene as 
the former guitarist for 
Covenant, and he is currently 
playing with another local 
band Crackfight. 

Since their formation in Sep- 
tember of 2000, The Ameri- 
can Tragedy has been an 
unyielding, influential pres- 
ence on the local music scene. 
They have also made waves 
nationwide, attracting the 
attention of Farmclub.com 
and landing a showcase spot 
on Farmclub’s nationally 
broadcast TV show last win- 
ter. “That was a big boost for 
our popularity,” understated 
Jackie Brock. 

So now what’s the buzz? 
“We have a song on the radio 
about an airplane crashing, 
our name is The American 
Tragedy, and our T-shirts say 
“We want you to burn’,” Dale 
pointed out. In the wake of an 
actual American tragedy, the 
September 11 terrorist attacks, 
some local music listeners 
started to notice this eerie 
coincidence. Of course, any- 


‘7 
formerly of the band Pulver, ge 
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pa one who has paid any 
may attention fp the band’s 
@ music Attest to the 
9 fact that The American 
MW Tragedy is absolutely 
against terf@rism and 
f that all of this is simply 
a coincidence. 
J.C. Eiland Said it best; 
“People that would associate 
us with what happened 
haven't taken the time to get 
to know us or what we’re 
about.” 

Rock 99 (98.9 FM) had 
been airing “30,000 Feet and 
Priceless,” their song about an 
airline passenger whose flight 
is going to crash. Clear Chan- 
nel, Rock 99’s parent corpora- 
tion, pulled the song from air- 
play, along with pages of 
songs with references to 
bombs, airplanes, or even 
Tuesday. 

For instance, “Learning 
To Fly” by the Foo Fighters 
was also put on hold. 

Jackie Brock asserted, 

“This was not about censor- 
ship. This was a sensitive situ- 
ation and Clear Channel was 
acting in the public’s best 
interest.” 

So far, the band has 
received no negative remarks 
concerning any of these 
unfortunate coincidences. 

In fact, The American 
Tragedy will use their talents 
to raise money for the Ameri- 
can Red Cross at a two-day 
benefit show featuring a num- 
ber of local bands. 

The show will be held at 
Taylor Town Tavern on Sep- 
tember 29 and 30, with The 
American Tragedy performing 
at 10:00 PM on September 30. 

If you can’t wait until 
then, The American Tragedy 
will be playing an all-ages 
show with Inka Gold and 
BuiltForSpeed on September 
28 at Austin Place in Shreve- 
port. Also check out 
www.theamericantragedy.com 
for upcoming gigs, lyrics, 
merchandise, and more. 
~ Kern “Sideburn”Courtney 
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The Almagest 


(“al-meh-jest”. n):Arabic: ‘The Majestic” 
any of several medieval treatises on a branch of knowledge 
(as the 9th century Arabic translation of Ptolemy's 
Greek work on astronomy) 
- Webster’s Third New International Dictionary 
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Have a story? = 
Call the Almagest at 797-5328 Emailus at 
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The Almagest is a member of the Southeastern Journalism 
Conference, American College Press Association, and the 
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The Almagest Letters 
Policy 


The Almagest requests your reactions through Letters to the 
Editor. Letters should be typed and double spaced. Please include 
your class and major field of study. Letters should be submitted to 
The Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding 
the Thursday publication date. Obscene, libelous and anonymous 
letters will not be printed. The Almagest reserves the right to edit 
letters. 


Do you have any concerns, 
complaints, conundrums? 


Write us a 
letter! 


It’s easy and fun 


email us at almagest@pilot.lsus.edu 
or stop by Bronson Hall 344 


The division of Continuing Educa- 
tion would like to announce that 
next spring it will offer a 50% dis- 

count on all classes, except travel 

classes, to LSUS students. 


“To every thing there is a season, 
and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven.” 

-Ecclesiastes 3:1 


Time is something we never seem 
to have enough of. 

We spend most of our lives in a 
hectic battle between school, family, 
friends, work and other obligations. 

Most incoming freshmen were 
greeted with a single message this 
year: “Get involved.” 

But it is difficult to find time to 
get involved. 

After all, there are so many com- 
peting activities that all seem to be 
scheduled at the same time, especial- 
ly during common hour. 

And besides that, it is difficult to 
know how to get involved. 

There are so many different orga- 
nizations on campus, one can be 
tempted to try to divide her time be- 
tween several and thus never actually 
get anything out of any of them. 

Some students have decided to 
get involved by becoming active in 
SGA. 

SGA is set to hold elections in 
October. Normally during this time 
of the year it would be difficult to 
escape the propaganda extolling the 
benefits of voting in the SGA 
election. 

So be prepared,.Jeff Strozier and 
his assorted cohorts may stop you on 
your way to class and ask you if you 
are going to vote. 

But really, the election is 
redundant. 

In most LSUS elections there are 
more open positions than there are 
candidates. 

So, you shouldn’t allow anyone 
to try to make you feel bad for not 
voting. 

Vote if you feel like it, but every- 
one will be elected anyway. 

While politicians may say that 
voting shows that you care and that 
if you don’t vote you can’t complain, 
they only say that because voting 
gives them some supposed authority. 

The authority really rests with 
you, and you can complain whether 
you vote or not. 

In fact, it would probably be a 
much more useful expenditure of 
your time to skip voting and go 
straight to the complaining. 

Most of the people on the SGA in 
the last couple years were really just 
warm bodies who were looking for 
something to do and student govern- 
ment sounded fun. 

After all, it’s always nice to get a 
title. 

We are told that titles look nice to 


From the editor 


employers, and apparently this is im- 
portant to some people. 

However, much more important 
than prospective employment, you 
can use a title to impress your 
friends. 

Senator is a nice one, and consid- 
ering the small amount of effort 
required to attain this title, we might 
as well grant it to everyone on 
campus upon payment of a “resumé” 
fee. 

Don’t get the impression that 
everyone on SGA is a slacker; there 
are many dedicated senators who de- 
vote their time to pursuing the issues 
they believe that the students care 
about. 

Many of the resolutions passed in 
the last couple years have been the 
direct result of a dedicated senator 
taking the time to listen to students 
and find out what students are 
concerned about. 

So, our advice to prospective sen- 
ators is don’t worry about campaign- 
ing, you’ve already won. Go ahead 
and get started with your job. Walk 
around the campus, meet people, ask 
them questions, get to know your 
fellow students. They aren’t bad peo- 
ple for the most part. 

If you don’t want to do that, drop 
out of the race now, please. 

Those of you who aren’t running 
in the election, good call. Time is 
valuable and if you aren’t willing to 
spend it on SGA then don’t waste it 
on the election. 

You don’t have to be on SGA to 
make a difference. You make a 
difference every day, whether you 
know it or not, just by being alive. 

So if you don’t feel that you have 
time to “get involved” by joining 
some organization, don’t. 

Focus on your classwork, that’s 
why you are here anyway. 

Of course, getting involved might 
be a good idea because it helps to 
form a network of people and since 
people are important, this is a good 
thing. 

We recommend, however, that 
you find something you want to do 
and stick with that. 

We only have so long before we 
die and then our producivity decreas- 
es drastically. 

There is no point in wasting your 
remainder doing things because 
someone told you it was something 
you should do. x, 

Do things because you want to. 
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Letters to the 


With wisdom, gravity and sympathy, President George Bush has unequivocally reminded 
the world that a sub-group of radical Muslims do not represent the entire Islamic community. 

Also, President Bush has repetitively defined the terrorist acts as acts of war. Before pro- 
ceeding further and possibly prematurely, the Bush administration must state the war’s objec- 
tive and identify the mean to that end. ; 

If the Bush administration plans on squashing terrorism, the objective must be squashing 
“Jihad,” i.e. Holy War, which seeks to spread Islam violently. 

The means are capturing Osama Bin Laden, breaking up terrorist networks that are locat- 
ed deceptively around the world and most importantly, integrating all countries into economic 
prosperity. 

Though the means are tough, they may be accomplished from a multilateral approach, i.c:. 
all countries being involved. Taking a unilateral approach toward squashing “Jihad,” America 
would be hopelessly eluded by the mobile terrorists. Even if Bin Laden was captured and 
many of his associated networks of terrorists broken, the seed of Jihad shall remain where 
people lack jobs and education. But, with an international community, comprised of OAS, 
UN, Russia, South and East Asia, Africa, Middle Eastern countries and others, denouncing 
terrorism to their respective citizens, assisting other countries in fighting terrorism, and 
continuing to aid third world countries climbing toward economic prosperity, the seed of 
Jihad shall wither. 

America is not alone in this war. India, Pakistan, countries in and around the Middle Eastt, 
Sudan and other countries are also abused by Muslim radicals. The international community 
is behooved to act united. 

During the conflict, let us remember true Jihad uses not violence, but tolerance for the 
spreading of its faith; with an international effort, the true Jihad may shine brilliantly. 


Shak Shivashankara 
As the tragic events of September | Tth continue to untold, the over seven million Mus- 


lims living in the United States have been the target of a new wave of hate crimes that have 
been occurring all over the country. Over the last couple of weeks, people of both Arabic and 
South Asian decent have been unjustly accused of being linked to terrorist organizations, and 
of being involved in murderous plots against their fellow Americans. Thus far, there have 
been over 500 incidents that have been reported. These acts have ranged from homes, shops, 
and mosques being vandalized, to women and children being harassed. At least two deaths 
have been in connection to these events. The religion of Islam has also been labeled as a 
faith that promotes the killing of innocent people, and of promoting anti-western ways. 

As a Muslim-American, I feel it is my duty to inform my fellow students about what 
Islam is really about, and what it stands for. 

There are 5 components that every Muslim must follow 

1. Believing in one God and that the Prophet Mohammed is the final prophet of 
God 


Offering five daily prayers(at their prescribed times) 

Giving a certain percentage of your income to charity 

Fasting in the month of Ramadan 

. And making the pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in your life 
Islam is a religion that expects its followers to live in peace, and harmony with all of 

mankind. In fact the word Islam itself is the Arabic word for “peace.” A Muslim must show 

respect and gratitude to. everybody regardless of their race or religion. A Muslim must also 

put the welfare of others before him or herself. 

A Muslim is forbidden to inflict upon another human being. It says in the Quran 
(our sacred text) that “an attack on one person is like an attack on the rest of society.” The 
only time it is permissible for a Muslim country to declare war on another is in self-defense: 
And even then a Muslim soldier must follow a strict code of conduct that includes: not;to 
cause harm to women, children or the elderly; and not destroying the land or property of 
your enemy. Plus all prisoners of war must be given proper accommodations as. well. 

This is the TRUE face of Islam. People have to realize that Muslims all over the 
world are saddened by these tragic events and those living in America also feel that their 
freedom has been attacked and want to support our president in his campaign against terror | 
ism.’ However we find that the “land of the free” has become a hostile environment in which’ 
we have to defend’ourselves, and not from an international threat, but from our fellow 
citizens. So please do not let your patriotism turn into ignorance 


WAWN 


Umar Hussain 
Freshman 


Public Service mes: 


editor 


Dear Almagest, 


I would like to take this forum to thank Mr. 
Rambin and his 12 p.m. MWFE class for allowing me 
into the weight room during this time frame. 
Having only 30 minutes for lunch, I have to almost 
circuit train to get in all the lifting I want to accom- 
plish. Thew guys are really nice in putting up with 
my bullying them to hurry and move so I can get 
done. 


And for those of you on campus who have 
not been to or gym, it is not the same old gym. 
There are new-used machines that have been donat- 
ed by a local hospital. Dr Winter is very helpful in 
seeing that the gym has all the necessary items to 
make your workout complete. 


As someone who has enjoyed lifting and 
exercise for a long time, I want to say thank you 
again to those who allow me to invade their 
domain. 


Jolene Long 
Sponsored Research 


LSUS campus police blotter 


No Reports 


The biggest threat to 


depression is your 
awareness of it. 


Serious depression strikes millions. Serious depression strikes indiscriminately. 
Serious depression is MOST dangerous when it goes unrecognized. That's why it's 


So important to always be aware of the threat 
UNTREATED 


DEPRESSION 


#1 Cause of Suicide 


interrupted by a period of -~ 
depression, remember that it is 
feadily, medically treatable. 


om SA\VE (Suicide Awareness\Voices of Education) http:/Avww.save.org 


e eventeen BY JEREMY JOHNSON 


T poN'T GET You, AND YOU'RE HEY MAN, 7 000... LOOK 
GATSBY. TT's 4 IN THE DRINKING COFFEE |S V1 oat tHe Time! 
AFTERNOON , 95 COFFEE! YS GREAT ANY- DPA. A Ive GOTTA 


DEGREES... 


TIME, YOU Jb “i GET HOME 
a’ 


ere Se nP BEFORE 
‘VBARNES-A-MILLIon 


lik 


2000 JU. JOHNSON. SEARCHIN' FOR SUZY REDPANTS: ELEVEN76@ACL.COM 


Dear Stmarvin, Dear “Muzzy and mad,” 


I wanted to touch base with you on a serious 
issue concerning our students here at LSUS. 
The parking regulations have been completely 
ignored and many think that because they 
are written down, students will teke the 
time to read them. 
It is naive to even think that college Q 
students read. I don’t know if it is the ¥ 
incoming students lack of effort, a bad 
education system, the radiation radiat- 
ing from Barksdale or just bad child 
rearing, but something must be done. 
Our students can’t read. 

Everyone got a copy of the traffic 
laws on registration day when they 
received their parking sticker. 

The regulations are also clearly stated in 
the student handbook that is included in 
the annual calendar. 

There are people parking sideways, 
backwards, in teacher parking 


art by Mike Scott 
There are two 
ways I can 
answer this letter. 
The one I prefer 
is to just say that 
4 the parking at LSUS sucks. 
But since this is a relevant 
fissue, I will take the time to 
Wjelaborate. First of all, it is 
“ arrogant, stupid and offensive 
to say “our students can’t read.” You cannot 
judge a whole campus population based on a 
few students that either don’t know or just don’t 
care if they park inappropriately on campus. 
Rules are rules, that is why we pay taxes and it 
is also why we shouldn’t do anything but write 
tickets to violators. If someone disobeys the 
traffic laws, they must pay the price, even if 
they are not informed of the rules orally. This 
college’s police and administrators are not 
babysitters. We cannot tuck the students in at 
night and read the handbook to them until they 
fall asleep. They are presented with the material 
they need. It is not any organization’s responsi- 
bility to hold seminars on how to park a damn 
car. I have been here four years and have not 


unacceptable ways. 
I am sick of it and I am sick of 
our uneducated students not 
being able to read. 

This will become a direct 
reflection of our education 


standards here at LSUS. had a ticket since 1999. I learned from my mis- 
I will not stand for it. Stu- take, sat down to read the parking regulations 
dents must be told what to do 


and corrected my mistake. But oops! I forgot I 
am not supposed to be able to read. That is as 
stupid as saying that professors on campus can’t 
write. 


by some organization. What should be 
done about this? 


In Need Of Your Wizzdom, 
Muzzy and mad ) Unprofessionally yours, 


Stmarvin 


